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Hospitals, clinics and other health
care companies have been billing
Medicare on behalf of health prac-
titioners — sometimes without
their knowledge — or significantly
influencing the services they pro-
vide to patients at taxpayers’ ex-

Medicare in bid to curb corporate billing 
pense. Practitioners have their
own Medicare provider number
and are meant to take responsibil-
ity for all billing, but audits have
discovered lax and problematic ar-
rangements, prompting the
Health Department to seek new
powers to determine who controls
the provider numbers and who is
to blame for inappropriate billing.

In one audit of public hospital
pathology and imaging services,
21 per cent of practitioners let oth-

ers do the billing; this rose to 41 per
cent in a separate audit of corpor-
ate clinics. Most did not check that
the services provided matched the
item numbers billed to Medicare.

While the federal budget fore-
shadowed a push to increase com-
pliance, the department has been
looking to move on big corporate
entities.

The Weekend Australian has
learned this will include changes
to the rule that the individual with

the provider number is totally
liable for any debts. In future, the
department will be able to pursue
their hospital, clinic or employer. 

The department has told stake-
holders it is not just a problem of
billing done on behalf of practi-
tioners, but also of other entities
“significantly influencing claiming
behaviour”. This suggests patients
may get services they do not need
or are being used to make money.

Two major audit programs cov-

ered by The Weekend Australian in
recent years showed flaws in the
approach to compliance.

In one program involving pub-
lic hospitals, 21 per cent of medical
practitioners indicated the item
numbers billed to Medicare were
made by the hospital, not by them
individually; and 62 per cent did
not check they were correct. 

In the other program, involving
larger corporate clinics, 41 per cent
of item numbers were selected by

practice staff; even when practi-
tioners chose the item numbers,
25 per cent did not check these
were not changed before billing. 

To counter this, the depart-
ment has sought legislative
changes to force those involved to
say whether a practitioner is an
employee or a contractor, the busi-
ness structure, and how any debts
should be shared. 

Australian Medical Associ-
ation president Michael Gannon

said yesterday he had become
aware of public hospitals cost-
shifting to Medicare by misusing
doctors’ provider numbers to bill
via their outpatient clinics. He wel-
comed the proposed changes and
encouraged the department to
take into account other factors and
the possibility of human error.

Royal Australian College of
General Practitioners president
Bastian Seidel said an education
program was needed so doctors

were not caught unaware: “Quite
often it’s organisations who are
doing the billing for practitioners,
and this happened in the after-
hours (home visits) space and
quite frankly it happens in public
hospital outpatients clinics too.” 

Dr Gannon said he hoped the
public hospital funding negoti-
ations this year might finally bring
an end to cost-shifting and allow
doctors and other practitioners to
focus on treating patients. 
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Buyers go for the upgrade as housing market cools

As the housing market comes off
the boil, families who once
despaired of affording a home are
now able to buy better-quality
properties than they had hoped
for, perhaps with a recent reno-
vation, an extra bedroom or in a
better location. 

The trend is noticeable in Syd-
ney, where the pace of annual
price growth has slumped from
nearly 19 per cent in March last
year to just 1.3 per cent last month.
The softening price growth comes
as regulatory clamps on lending
have discouraged investors, offer-
ing hope to owner-occupiers. 

Henny Stier of OH Property
Group said in recent months in
Sydney she had seen clients find-
ing themselves in the price range
of liveable homes rather than
renovator’s delights, garages in-
stead of carports, and full-brick
homes instead of brick veneer. 

On the north shore, one client
missed out on a four-bedroom
weatherboard cottage in West
Pymble, but was later able to buy a
five-bedroom, full-brick house
two suburbs closer to the city in
Lindfield. “In the past you might
have to settle for a C-grade or a D-
grade (property) and now you can
go up one grade,” Ms Stier said. 

As more listings hit the market,
buyer’s agent Michelle May has
seen buyers able to afford a better
level of finishings or higher-qual-
ity kitchens but she finds the mar-
ket is patchy.

Ms May bought a home for a
client in Enmore, in Sydney’s
inner west, for $1.85 million off
market that she predicts would
have gone above $1.9m at auction,
as the vendor’s agent had a heavy
workload and wanted to move
quickly. 

“I think consistent demand for
quality is going to continue,” Ms
May said. “But the low-quality,
compromise properties are going
to continue to feel the pinch.”

In inner-west Petersham, Vic-
toria Morris and husband Delzad
Dubash, who have an 18-month-
old son, Elliott, bought a three-
bedroom home because they
needed more space. 

The property had been passed
in at auction for $1.9m in May but
was relisted and the family was
able to buy it for $1.715m in
November. 

They had looked at homes
slightly further from the city, in
Croydon and Five Dock, but
wanted somewhere more central. 

Ms Morris said the falling mar-
ket was “nice from our perspec-
tive”. “I think it’s just lucky
timing,” she said. 

Anna Porter, a director of

property investment company
Suburbanite, saw one client who
was priced out of Sutherland in
the city’s south and became “com-
pletely disillusioned”. “They were
starting to look at suburbs they
didn’t even like,” Ms Porter said. 

They missed out on a small
fibro home, but as the market sof-
tened they were able to buy a cot-
tage on a block about twice the

size for less money in their pre-
ferred suburb of Gymea. 

Search Find Invest managing
director Frank Russo bought a
two-bedroom apartment in Bondi
for a client who had missed out on
a one-bedroom. “Agents are a lot
more negotiable than they were
six or 12 months ago,” he said.
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Victoria Morris with Elliott at their home in Sydney which she and her husband bought for $1.715m six months after it was passed in for $1.9m

CAMPSIE
(15km from CBD)

July: $1.4m
December: $1.38m

MOVING IN
How median price falls in Sydney
have opened up suburbs closer to the CBD 

Source: CoreLogic

PETERSHAM
(7km from CBD)

July: $1.645m
December: $1.55m
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MALABAR
(15km from CBD)

July: $2.12m
December: $2.15m

BONDI JUNCTION
(6km from CBD)

July: $2.18m
December: $2.15m

$30,000

$30,000

Former Foxtel chief eyes $25m sale

Former Foxtel chief executive
Richard Freudenstein and wife
Jane have put their $25 million
mansion in Sydney’s habourfront
Mosman on the market in a sale
likely to signal the direction of the
city’s top-end property this year. 

The seven-bedroom home
with sweeping harbour views was
bought in 2006 for $12.75m after
the family returned from London.

The couple and their three
daughters have lived in the Bur-
ran Avenue home as their girls
have grown up and will look for a
smaller house in the area.

“For us it is simply a down-
sizing exercise as we now only
have one daughter at home,” said
Mr Freudenstein, a director of
REA Group and a former chief
executive of The Australian. 

“We have had the best lifestyle
here and it’s been a wonderful
home to raise our family in. 

“Mosman is such a great com-
munity and our intention would
be to find a smaller house in the
same area.”

The home with a tennis court,
pool, cinema, billiard room, wine

cellar and eight-car garage on a
1650sq m block has a price guide
of between $23m-$25m, accord-
ing to Ray White Lower North
Shore director Geoff Smith.

Mosman, one of Sydney’s up-
market north shore suburbs, has a
median price for houses of $4m,
according researcher CoreLogic.

The Freudenstein mansion on the habourfront at Mosman 
in Sydney’s north shore has a price guide of $23m-$25m
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Child protection advocate Hetty
Johnston has fiercely criticised
the South Australian govern-
ment for its steadfast refusal to
remove statutory time limits that
prevent child sexual abuse vic-
tims suing the institutions in
which they were abused.

The Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse last year said the
civil justice system was “failing
many survivors” and called on
state and territory governments
to remove any limitation periods
that applied to claims for dama-
ges brought by abuse victims.

While other states have either
removed or promised to scrap
their limitation periods for vic-
tims of childhood sexual abuse,
recognising that it takes survi-
vors an average of 20 years to
speak up, South Australia has re-
fused to do so.

South Australian Attorney-
General John Rau wrote to the
lawyer representing an abuse
victim on January 18, stating the
government had “no plans” to
“abolish existing time limits for
victims of child sexual abuse”.

“My view is that the law in its
present form, and as currently
applied by the courts, appropri-
ately allows for justice to be
served,” he wrote.

He said removing the limits
might “prejudice defendants and
encourage complex legal actions
in respect of historical offences”.

The lawyer, John Davey, said
his client had been left “absol-
utely gutted” by Mr Rau’s “heart-
less” letter. 

The private school his client
wished to sue had already re-
fused a request not to rely on the
statute of limitations, and asking
the court to use its discretion to
waive the limit was yet another
hurdle. 

“There is no question whatso-
ever that the statute of limita-
tions has been used to protect
abusers against victims,” Mr
Davey said. “This is about being
allowed to get into the courts
without unnecessary impedi-
ments. It’s an act of injustice.”

Ms Johnston said Mr Rau’s
letter was “an outrage”.

“He is more concerned with
defendants than he is with vic-
tims,” she said. “This man needs
to step down, he is just an absol-
ute disgrace.”

Many survivors of child sex-
ual abuse took decades to dis-
close what had happened to
them, and the statute of limita-
tions then robbed them of their
ability to seek compensation
through the courts, she said.

However, Mr Rau yesterday
defended the state’s refusal to lift
the time limit on abuse claims,
arguing that the courts had a dis-
cretion to extend the time “as the
justice of the case may require”.

“This is quite different to
other jurisdictions where an ab-
solute bar to claims existed,” he
said. “Courts acknowledge the
difficulties survivors of child-
hood abuse face in reporting
their abuse and the importance
of survivors receiving fair com-
pensation for any proven abuse,
but they will also have regard in
an appropriate case to the fact
that the loss of evidence and wit-
nesses with the passing of time
may make a fair trial impossible.”

He said the state also had an
ex-gratia compensation scheme
in place for abuse victims.

No extra 
time for 
abuse 
victims 
EXCLUSIVE

NICOLA BERKOVIC
LEGAL AFFAIRS 
CORRESPONDENT

‘He is more 
concerned with 
defendants than 
he is with victims’

HETTY JOHNSTON
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Geoffrey Rush’s lawyers have
moved to suppress publication of
The Daily Telegraph’s defence
document in a high-profile defa-
mation case the Oscar-winning
actor has brought against the
newspaper.

Rush launched defamation
proceedings against The Daily
Telegraph in December after the
paper published an allegation he
had been the subject of a com-
plaint involving “inappropriate
behaviour’’ during a 2015-16
Sydney Theatre Company pro-
duction of King Lear. 

Rush strongly denied the alle-
gation, and in his statement of

claim lodged with the Federal
Court alleged the newspaper’s
coverage carried “defamatory
meanings’’ that he was a “per-
vert’’ and “behaved as a sexual
predator’’ while working on the
Shakespearean tragedy.

On Thursday night, Nation-
wide News, publisher of the Tele-
graph, filed its defence document
with the court. 

However, yesterday Rush’s
lawyers, HWL Ebsworth, ap-
plied to have key elements of the
defence document struck out. If
this request is granted, those ele-
ments could not be relied on in
court. 

HWL Ebsworth also re-
quested that “until further order
of the court, the defence (docu-
ment) is to be treated as confi-
dential and is not to be
distributed to any third party
outside of the proceedings’’. If
granted, this would prevent any
media coverage of The Daily
Telegraph’s defence.

Such a request is considered
rare in defamation cases before
the Federal Court.

The actor’s lawyers are asking
for the application to be heard on
Thursday, when a hearing, to be
presided over by judge Michael
Wigney, has been scheduled.

Rush tries 
to censor 
paper’s 
defence
ROSEMARY NEILL
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sladegroup.com.au

Business Manager
 ÈNorthern NSW location

Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School is a high quality, independent, Anglican, coeducational P – 12 

school serving the southern Gold Coast, Tweed Coast and northern New South Wales. It seeks to 

provide the distinctive identity, relationships, learning and leadership supporting its staff and families to 

meet high expectations for the achievement and holistic development of its students.

The current Business Manager, Mr Graham Jones will retire in July 2018 after over 6 years of 

distinguished service to the Lindisfarne School community.

The School seeks an experienced, and suitably qualifi ed, Business Manager to lead and manage in a 

positive and collaborative way the business function of the School, providing high-level advice and 

support to the Principal, and to the School Council and its committees.

Reporting to the Principal, the Business Manager is a member of the School’s Leadership team and will 

lead the School’s fi nance and business functions including property, grounds, facilities, building projects 

and risk management with a focus on quality and excellence.

The ideal candidate will demonstrate strong business ethics with a proven ability to apply contemporary 

fi nancial management expertise, together with exemplary relationship and team building skills and a 

strong commitment to the School’s values and mission.

To apply, visit sladegroup.com.au. Please include in your application a current resume, together with a 

one page summary of core competencies and skills as they would apply to this role. For a confi dential 

conversation, contact Andrew Barr at Slade Education on education@sladegroup.com.au or on 03 9235 

5128. Applications close Monday 19 February 2018. Position reference JB38590.
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fisherleadership.com

Senior Trade 

and Investment 

Commissioner - China

Headquartered in Brisbane, Trade and Investment Queensland (TIQ) is the Queensland 
Government’s dedicated global business agency.  Through TIQ, Queensland has one of 
Australia’s largest international networks with 15 offi  ces across 12 markets.  The offi  ces are a 
vital connection between international investors and business opportunities in Queensland.  
TIQ also has a presence across eight regional Queensland locations which work closely 
with other networks to assist fi rms with export advisory services and investment facilitation.  

TIQ has entered an exciting new phase with the Advancing Trade and Investment: 
Queensland Trade and Investment Strategy 2017-2022 which provides an ambitious agenda 
to drive economic growth and job creation outcomes across Queensland.  

With the pending departure of the long-term incumbent, we are looking to fi ll the role of 
Queensland’s Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner – China.  You will lead TIQ China 
and manage the development of market strategies and the achievement of trade and 
investment outcomes.  Based in the Shanghai offi  ce, you are responsible for the network of 
offi  ces located in Beijing, Guangzhou and Chengdu and also oversee the Hong Kong offi  ce 
which is managed by a Trade and Investment Commissioner.

The ideal candidate will have senior executive experience leading high-performance 
teams, excellent people management skills and experience in collaborative engagement 
across the Public and Private sectors.  We are looking for someone with a strong 
understanding of China, the ability to implement strategy to ensure positive client 
outcomes, a pragmatic approach to delivering services and outstanding communication 
skills.  Fluency in English is essential and in the Mandarin language highly desirable.

An appropriate salary, commensurate with qualifi cations and experience will be negotiated 
with the successful candidate.

Further information on this role may be obtained from Jo Fisher or Deborah Komesaroff  
of Fisher Leadership by email tiqchina@fi sherleadership.com, quoting reference 
TIQstc0118, or telephone +61 1300 347 437.  Applications close at 5.00pm AEST on 
Monday, 26 February 2018.


